MtDiCAL  OFFICER  OF 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AS  TO  THE 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  Wainford  Rural  District 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


To  the  Ghairman  and  Member's  of  the  Council 
of  Wainfordj  Rural  District. 

Gentlemen, 

I  present  the  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


STATJSTICS. 

Area.  44,871  acres. 

Population.  6,859. 

Inhabited  Houses.  2,585. 


Rateable  Value.  i:i6,994. 


Product  of  Penny 

Rate. 

X71  13s.  7-5d. 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

71 

65 

1  Birth-rate  per  1000,  20'4. 

)  (Rate  for  England,  16‘7). 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

Stillbirths 

— 

2 

2  Birth-rate  per  1000,  -29. 
(Rate  for  England,  '39). 

Deaths. 

Ail  causes 

51 

32 

83  Corrected-death  rate,  8'9. 
(Rate  for  England,  11‘7). 

Under  1  year 

9 

2  Birth-rate  per  1000,  14‘2). 
(Rate  for  England,  32  0). 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Cancer 

9 

4 

Other  respiratory  disease  —  1 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  1  — 

Apoplexy 

2 

1 

Other  digestive  disease  ...  1  — 

Heart  disease  ... 

21 

11 

Nephritis  ...  ...  3  2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

Violence  ...  ...  3  — 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

All  other  causes  ...  3  7 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

2 


Whooping  cough 
Pneumonia 


mFECTIOUS 

26 

9 

Paratyphoid 


DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Measles 

1 


5 

10 


Infectious  disease  incidence,  7‘4  per  1 000.  One  Ty[)hoid  was 
notified  but  not  subsequently  confirmed.  Notification  of  all 
infectious  disease  is  satisfactory. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Six  new  cases  were  notified,  all  pulmonary.  Sex  and  ages  : 
Male,  1,  20,  41  ;  female,  2,  20,  25.  One  death  occurred,  a  female, 
piulmonary  of  19.  One  other  male  death  occurred  outside  the 
district.  28  cases  remained  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Children  under  five  done,  414;  65% 

„  5--14  „  149. 

“  Booster  ”  dose  at  school  77. 

Percentage  of  all  children  done,  66'6. 

The  number  of  infants  done  continues  to  be  fairly  satisfactoi'y, 
there  is  however,  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  booster  school  doses. 
As  the  original  immunity  has  by  tins  time  gone  down  and  the 
child  is  at  risk  for  the  first  time  owing  to  mixing  with  others  it  is 
important  that  he  should  have  his  immunity  raised  again. 
Propaganda  to  this  effect  would  be  app)reciated. 

MILK. 

Thirteen  samples  taken  for  tuberculosis  were  negative. 

Three  Brucella  infections  were  reported.  The  routine  for 
dealing  with  this  is  rather  cumbersome  but  works  fairly  well  in 
practice.  The  sale  of  raw  milk  is  suspended  and  heat-treated 
milk  supplied  (through  the  Milk  Marketing  Board)  in  its  place. 

HOUSING. 

Houses  completed  by  the  authority  during  the  year,  27. 

Houses  proposed  for  the  1950  programme,  30  started,  20  proposed. 
Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year,  1 3. 


HUBERT  PEDLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


12,  Fonnereau  Road, 
Ipswich. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Wainford  Council  Offices, 

1,  Ballygate,  Beccles, 

21st  August,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wainford  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949  dealing 
with  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district. 

Yours  faitlifully, 

W.  A.  COLLINS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


Head  Office  Staff,  Beccles. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building  Surveyor.  (Whole-time). 

W.  A.  Collins,  Cert.  S.I.B.  and  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Meat  and  Food 
Certificate.  (Appointed,  April,  1946). 

Clerk /Typist.  (Whole-time). 

P.  H.  Read  (Miss).  (Appointed,  November,  1948). 


Sub-Office  Staff,  Holton. 

ADDITIONAL  Sanitary  Inspector.  (Whole-time). 

I.  S.  Armstrong,  Cert.  S.I.B.  (Appointed,  January,  1949). 

Mr.  Armstrong  has  been  installed  at  a  sub-office  and  works 
depot  which  has  been  established  at  Holton  Park.  Experience 
has  shown  that  this  arrangement  has  little  to  commend  it  except 
in  dealing  with  urgent  local  emergency  housing  and  waterworks 
matters. 
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EXISTING  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Number  of  condemned  houses  occupied  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  houses  placed  in  Category  5  as  the  result  of 

the  1944 — -5  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  386 

Housing  act,  1936,  Procedure  ; 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  repairs  under  Sec.  9  ...  Nil 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made  under  Sec.  11  ...  Nil 

Public  Health  act,  1936,  Procedure  : 

Number  of  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  4 

,,  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  Nil 


PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES  BY  COUNCIL. 


Number  of  houses  built  prior  to  1939 


84 


Number  of  houses  built  in  1944 


14 


Number  of  houses  completed  in  1948  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1949  : 

St.  Margaret  S.E.  ...  ...  ...  8 

Redisham  ...  ...  ...  8 

Barshanf  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Holton  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Westhall  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

St.  Cross  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

-  27 


Grand  Total  ...  205 


Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  : 


Willingham 

St.  James 

Mettingham 

Wissett 

Rumburgh 

Redisham 


12  (Traditional) 
C 
2 
2 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Quantity.  The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  neither  satis¬ 
factory  in  quantity  or  quality.  Wells  supplied  fiom  subsoil 
infiltration  produced  very  little  water  from  May  to  December  due 
to  a  combination  of  one  or  other  of  the  following: 


(a)  Lack  of  rainfall. 

(h)  Improved  drainage  of  agricultural  land. 

(c)  Wells  sunk  into  the  underground  water  table  are  failing 
due  to  a  general  lowering  of  the  water  level,  which  I 
estimate  at  2ft.  6ins. 

The  Council  extended  their  emergency  water  cartage  service 
by  contractors  during  the  summer  to  cope  with  the  lack  of  water 
and  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  ratepayers  and  occupiers  of  farm 
cottages.  Approximately  2,000  gallons  per  week  were  delivered  in 
peak  periods. 

In  certain  parishes  water  carting  continued  throughout  the 
year. 


QuaSity.  Twenty-seven  water  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  bacteriologist,  ten  of  which  wei’e  reported  as  unsatisfactory. 
Eight  of  the  ten  bad  reports  were  in  I'espect  of  shallow  wells.  The 
analyses  are  carried  out  cliiefl}^  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Ipswich  or  Norwich.  In  addition  the  Ipswich  branch  carried 
out  one  special  examination  for  Salmonella,  which  proved  negative. 

The  physical  quality  of  water  IVom  deey)  dug  wells  and  bore- 
wells  is  bad,  due  to  flocculent  iron  hydroxide.  The  total  amount 
of  iron  in  solution  varying  between  one  and  seventeen  parts  per 
million. 

Piped  SyppS  ies.  No  material  change  occurred  during  the 
year  in  the  supply  of  piped  water  from  the  existing  parish  water¬ 
works.  Three  new  domestic  and  four  metered  farm  consumers 
were  connected. 

In  September  tlie  Council  assumed  control  of  Ellough  Airfield 
installations  on  behalf  of  the  Ministiy  of  Health  by  taking  over 
the  existing  commitments  of  the  Air  Ministry  to  supply  water  to 
170  families  living  on  emergency  housing  site  and  to  supply  part 
of  the  Borough  of  Beccles.  On  the  average  40,000  gallons  per  day 
is  pumped  into  distribution  on  this  airfield;  the  bulk  supply 
being  taken  from  Beccles  Borough  Council. 

At  Holton  Airfield  a  similar  arrangement  exists,  consumption 
being  approximately  8,500  gallons  per  day,  from  a  deep  borewell. 

The  total  consumption  by  metered  supplies  from  the  three 
small  parish  schemes  is  3,000  gallons  per  day. 

No  material  progress  has  been  made  with  the  proposed 
Regional  Water  Scheme  apart  from  the  sinking  of  two  24-inch 
boreholes  which  have  proved  satisfactory  for  yield,  at  the  proposed 
headworks  for  Zone  II,  IV  &  V  in  Stage  HI. 


6 


Details  of  the  Council’s  Public  Waterworks  supplying 

Piped  Water. 


Parish 

Pumping 
Capacity 
(Gals,  per  hr.) 

Elevated 
Storage 
(Gals. ) 

Miies  of  Main 

Diameter  of 
Main 

*  All  Saints 

300 

2,000 

2-inch 

*  St.  Lawrence 

175 

2,000 

1 

2-inch 

*  Rumburgh 

300 

4,800 

2 

2-inch 

**  Holton 

6,000 

60,000 

1 

4-inch 

*  Motive  power — wind  with  auxiliary  engine. 

**  ,,  „  electric  submersed  centrifugal  pump. 

Population  and  Number  of  Dwellings  with  an  available 
SUPPLY  OF  Public  Mains  Water. 


Source  and 

Parish 

Direct 

Supply 

STANDPIPE  Supply. 

No.  of 
Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of 
Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Council’s  Waterworks 

All  Saints 

4 

12 

26 

78 

Holton 

86 

260 

7 

21 

Rumburgh 

16 

48 

59 

177 

St.  Lawrence  ... 

14 

42 

29 

87 

• 

Private  Waterworks 

Worlingham  Park 

70 

210 

... 

.  .  . 

Ellough 

30 

90 

140 

420 

Flixton 

22 

66 

... 

... 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  sewers  were  laid.  In  June  tlie  Council  assumed 
control,  on  behalf  of  the  appropriate  Government  Department,  of 
the  existing  sewage  treatment  works  at  Ellough  Airfield,  which 
the  Council  hold  for  emergency  housing  purposes. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  retail  distributors’  premises  in  district  ...  30 

Number  of  retail  distributors  with  premises  outside  district  6 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  takes  place  at  the  registered 
slaughterhouse  of  a  public  institution  and  no  disease  has  been 
detected  during  the  year. 

Number  of  retail  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  preparation  and  sale  of 

meat  products  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  of  icecream  ...  1 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 


One  sawmill  is  registered  as  a  power  factory. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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